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PRESS RELEASE

Renewable Energy is the Future.

The Environmental Foundation for Africa in conjunction with the Ministry of Energy, Government Technical Institute, Environmental Resources Management Foundation and Njala University and with funding from CDKN (climate and development knowledge network) is in the process of assembling all relevant information about the actual and potential use of renewable energy in Sierra Leone. The intention is to make all the information publically available in a “Knowledge Data Base” and to hold an “Innovation Workshop” in July, together with an “Energy Fair” in Sussex on the 18-21st July to which all members of the public are cordially invited. The “Fair” will showcase all the many types of renewable energy that are now available and appropriate for Sierra Leone and allow NGO's and commercial organisations to demonstrate their energy producing and energy saving devices.

Renewable energy systems can, and are revolutionizing our country. Think of the way that the mobile phone has changed your life and you can see that renewable energy will have a far greater impact on how you live in the future. We know that Sierra Leoneans are ready and willing to adopt technologies that will improve their lives and that are appropriate; the time to encourage and invest in renewable energies is now.

Almost all households in Sierra Leone are living in energy poverty; 90% rely on battery powered lanterns for lighting and 99% rely on wood or charcoal for cooking, We estimate that 15,000 tons of batteries are discarded every year in this country and at least 2 million tons of wood burnt by households. Another development the size of Addax could supply every okada, taxi and car with ethanol so no petrol would need to be imported, bringing great economic and environmental benefits to the country. Hydro-electric schemes such as Bumbuna and Bo-Kenema are wonderful systems but can we imagine a line of pylons to every head-quarter town, to every market town, to every village? We need to explore all scales and all types of renewable energy. Farming and food preparation such as rice-milling or gari processing are dominated by the use of human muscle power we should not forget the need for motive power as well as electricity for lighting.

The national survey covered households’ use of energy for lighting, cooking, transport, food processing and other uses, and was carried out together with surveys of energy producers and businesses consuming energy. Compounds and businesses were interviewed in all four provinces (8 Districts) and from a variety of communities such as coastal, forest edge, mining and mountain as well as head-quarter towns and urban areas.  The survey highlighted the extent to which new technologies such as battery lanterns, ‘okadas’ and mobile phones have been adopted: for example from the 118 people interviewed only one still relied exclusively on kerosene for lighting. Large rural users of energy include blacksmiths and bakers and perhaps more surprisingly palm oil processors.

 Government is keen to see that all avenues of producing renewable energy are explored from multi-Mega-Watt hydro-electric schemes to the 10 Watt solar phone recharging station. They all have a role to play in strengthening the economy, ensuring sustainability and improving the lives of everyone in this country.




